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When I was a child, we 
played a game called 
Monopoly. The object 

of the game was to take all the 
other players’ money. When 
the “winner” had all the money 
and all the other players were 
broke, the game was over. 
Monopoly was just a game and 
the money was play money. If 
our elected leadership in Mis-
sissippi institutes a state lot-
tery, it will not be a game and 
there will be no winners.

I believe in capitalism and 
am not a redistributionist, 
but I also believe it is unwise 
to balance the state budget 
on the backs of those citizens 
who can least afford to waste 
spendable income — often 
needed for milk, bread, and 
blue jeans. If a rich person or 
even blue collar person wants 
to waste his money on a lottery 
ticket, that’s one thing but too 

high a percentage of those who 
gamble on a long-shot lottery 
jackpot cannot afford to waste 
hard-earned money needed by 
their families.

I know buying a lottery 
ticket is voluntary, but a state 
lottery makes gambling more 
available, not less available, 
and gambling is a growing 
problem in our nation and 
state. It is a form of addiction 
for some which can devastate 
their marriage, family, and 
home. We should not enable 
more and more to suffer from 
this life-controlling problem.

A lottery is bad for business. 
Millions of dollars that would 
have been spent in businesses, 
restaurants, stores, etc., are 

taken out of the economy. A 
dollar spent on the lottery is a 
dollar that cannot be spent in 
the local economy. Just as ca-
sinos shut down many family-
owned small businesses on 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast and 
throughout our state, a lottery 
will do the same. Legitimate 
tax revenue will decline.

If 100% of the lottery money 
went to a good cause, I would 
still be against it for the above 
reasons. Too much of the lot-
tery money is middle-money, 
and too little of the money gets 
to the problems. Many profit 
from the business side of a lot-
tery. “Administrative” costs are 
too high. If you charge $5 to 
enter a state park, too much of 

the $5 goes to the gate keeper. 
It is the same with a lottery.

In the early seventies, I was 
in a lottery— for the mili-
tary draft. We were told the 
first 120 birthdates would be 
drafted, the last 120 would be 
safe, and the middle 120 would 
be up for grabs. My birthdate 
was drawn number 52 in that 
lottery, but U.S. President 
Richard Nixon shut down the 
Vietnam War. At least in that 
lottery there were more win-
ners than losers. Not so in a 
state lottery.

If our state economy is sup-
posedly doing so great, why is 
there such a need for addition-
al gambling revenue? If gam-
bling revenue is the cure-all 

for the financial problems of 
our state, why haven’t the ca-
sinos solved all our problems? 
After a few years of the lottery, 
what’s next to raise revenue?

If all fifty states put all their 
rainy-day fund money in one 
pot and drew out one winner, 
how would the other forty-
nine states feel about a lottery? 
The answer for any revenue 
problems for our state is not 
to play Monopoly or the lot-
tery. This is not a game; we’re 
talking real life. If I cannot 
balance my personal budget, I 
will not buy a lottery ticket. I 
will cut my expenses and look 
for additional work.

If your outgo exceeds your 
income, then your upkeep will 
be your downfall.

Please pray for our elected 
officials that they will have the 
courage and wisdom to do the 
right thing, but also let them 
know how you feel. Voters rule 
the day.

If I can be of help to you, 
your church, or association, 
contact me at the Christian Ac-
tion Commission. We want to 
be available.

Digby is executive director-
treasurer of the Christian 
Action Commission. He can be 
reached at (601) 292-3329/
office, (662) 284-9163/cell, or 
by e-mail at kdigby@christi-
anaction.com.
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Don’t Gamble on a Lottery

PHOENIX SBC CONVENTION TOURS:   
Two-day Grand Canyon and Sedona tours,  
$395 per couple.  Also:  selection of choice 
Phoenix hotel   packages.   christiantravelers.
net   219.887.1730
AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE VACATION 
CONDOS: Gulf Shores & Orange Beach, 
AL. Rent direct from Christian Family 
Owners, lowest prices on the Beach. www.
gulfshorescondos.com, 205-556-0368, 205-
752-1231, 251-752-2366.
GATLINBURG RENTAL: Cabin $95/
night. Contact: 832- 922- 0401 or Email: 
pdiw4760@att.net for information and book-
ing.
WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT.
COM. Christian owned Don & Rita Sebren. 
601-992-2092. All home improvements, 
siding, energy efficient windows, metal & 
shingle roofs, screen & sunrooms, patio cov-
ers, decks, room additions, kitchen & bath 
upgrades.
CHURCH PEW UPHOLSTERY, FREE ES-
TIMATES. Davis Upholstery, Quitman, Miss., 
phone 601-776-6617. 

STAINED GLASSWORKS, INC., serving MS 
& AL since 1992. Call 800-605-2970
GET THE BEST RATES ON: Health 
Insurance and Medicare Supplements. Call 
1-800-541-8196 or visit www.TurnerInsuran-
ceOnline.com
HOPPER STAINED GLASS:  Custom 
windows, restoration and repairs, safety and 
insulated glass, custom aluminum and wood 
frames.  Call for references.  Statewide - 601-
502-0202.
WINDOW AND SCREEN SHOP — windows 
and storm windows built to fit your opening. 
Plus new window screens and rescreen old 
screens. Call Tom Cook 601-709-4879.
PULPIT SUPPLY AVAILABLE:  Retired 
Southern Baptist Navy chaplain available for 
Sunday pulpit supply on short notice (pastor 
illness, vacation, rest, etc.). 100 mile radius 
of Hattiesburg. Member of Hardy Street 
Baptist Church. Graduate of New Orleans 
Baptist and Fuller Theological Seminar-
ies. References available. Compensation 
unimportant. Contact him at 601-408-4608 or 
bennyhornsby.com 

CLASSIFIEDS

NEW LIFE BAPTIST CHURCH FLORENCE, 
MS IS SEEKING A BI-VOCATIONAL 
WORSHIP LEADER. Please send Resume 
to Worship Search Committee P.O. box 
1882 Florence, Ms 39073 or Email to 
Preacher7248@gmail.com.
PINEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH IN LAUREL, 
MS IS ACCEPTING RESUMES FOR OUR 
PASTOR POSITION. Send resumes to 
Pineview Baptist Church, 291 Magnolia Rd., 
Laurel, MS 39443.
HEBRON BAPTIST CHURCH, MERIDIAN 
IS ACCEPTING RESUMES FOR A MIN-
ISTER OF MUSIC. Please send resumes 
to Hebron Baptist Church, 4795 Vimville-
Causeyville Rd., Meridian, MS  39301 or 
email hebronbaptist@bellsouth.net
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH OF MATHIS-
TON, MS. IS SEEKING A BI-VOCATIONAL 
PASTOR.  Please  Summit resumes to P.O 
Box 12  Mathiston, Ms. 39750.

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH, LOCATED 
IN SOUTHERN LAUDERDALE COUNTY, 
MS, IN THE CLARKDALE COMMUNITY, IS 
AN ACTIVELY GROWING CHURCH.  We 
are prayerfully seeking to fill a new full time 
staff position of Associate Pastor of Educa-
tion and Families.  Those who are passionate 
for God and passionate about developing 
and ministering to church families, please 
email a resume to nhbcassocpastorsearch@
gmail.com.
SEEKING BI-VOCATIONAL MUSIC 
DIRECTOR.  First Baptist Church of Chicora 
Buckatunna, MS Wayne County.  Send 
resumes to FBC – Chicora 1787 Buckatunna-
Chicora-Clara Road, Buckatunna, MS 39322.
HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH (SENA-
TOBIA, MS) IS SEARCHING FOR A BI-
VOCATIONAL MINISTER OF MUSIC FOR 
A CONTEMPORARY SETTING.  Submit 
resumes to : Pastor@HBCSENATOBIA.COM

MS POSITIONS

Truth is not relative.
 Find it in the One who is the way, truth, and life.

Simply share the following prayer with God 
 in your own words:

1. Lord, I admit that I need you. 
(I have sinned.)

2. I want forgiveness for my sins  
and freedom from eternal death. 

(I repent.)
3. I believe Jesus died and rose from the  

grave to forgive my sins and to restore 
 my relationship with you.  

(I believe in Jesus.)
4. By faith, I invite Jesus Christ into my life.  

From this time on, I want to live in a loving relationship  
with Him. (I receive Christ as my Savior and Lord.)

“But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in his name.” (John 1:12)

If you make a decision for Christ today, contact a local Southern Baptist church 
for spiritual guidance.  


